Theories of International Relations 


■ Realism 

■ Idealism 

■ Constructivism 



Realism I 


Power: the ability to influence others 
Irrelevance of morality and ethics and law 

■ Kellogg-Briand 

Irrelevance of domestic political systems 
Why is power the only thing that matters? 

■ Human nature 

■ Anarchic world: no rules 


Realism II 


All nations are self-reliant 

To preserve peace use Balance of Power 

■ US vs. USSR in Cold War 

■ US—China—Japan in East Asia 

Unipolarity cannot last 

■ Nations will balance against US power 
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US: Weak Neighbors, Big Oceans 



Thu true-color image shows North and South 
America as they would appear from space 35,000 km 
(22,000 miles) above the Earth. The image is a 
combination of data from two satellites. The Moderate 
Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) instrument' 
aboard NASA's Terra satellite collected the land surtace data over 
16 days, while NOAA's Geostationary Operational Environmental 
Satellite (GOES) produced a snapshot of the Earth’s clouds. 


image created by Reto StOckli, Nazmi El Saleous, and Marit Jentoft Nilsen. NASA GSFC 


r\ ■ Leam more about the Earth Observing System (httpj7cos nasa.gov/) 

RfMA' Learn more about the Earth at the Earth Observatory (http //eartnobservatory.nasa gov/) 
• Get more Earth images at the Visible Earth (http //visrbloearth.nasa gov/) 
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Idealism I 


Power is not the only thing that matters 

States have common interests and 
common values 

Trade is the key common interest 



Idealism II 


Global Marketplace 
Interdependence 

International system is based laws 
(Treaties) and institutions (UN, WTO) 





International Court of Justice, 
The Hague, Netherlands 
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Constructivism I 


Nation-states are not all alike 

Political culture shapes foreign policy 

Form of government shapes foreign policy 

History shapes foreign policy 

Domestic political trends and debates 
shape foreign policy 



Constructivism II 


States have identity 

State identity influences the way states 
interact with each other 

Examples: 

■ China sensitivity to any policies of other states 
that threaten its unity and sovereignty 

■ US desire to transform the world 





Russian fear of invasion 
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China 21 st Century 
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China: Tang Dynasty 618-907 














China: Ming Dynasty 1368-1644 









China: Colonized 



Chinese territory lost 

Chinese tributaries lost 
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Woodrow Wilson, 191 


"The world must be made safe for democracy. 
Its peace must be planted upon the tested 
foundations of political liberty. We have no 
selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquest, no 
dominion. We seek no indemnities for ourselves, 
no material compensation for the sacrifices we 
shall freely make. We are but one of the 
champions of the rights of mankind. We shall be 
satisfied when those rights have been made as 
secure as the faith and the freedom of nations 
can make them." 


GW Bush, 2005 


"And we have declared our own intention: 
America will stand with the allies of 
freedom to support democratic 
movements in the Middle East and 
beyond, with the ultimate goal of ending 
tyranny in our world. " 


